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Drawing upon Bode’s annual pocket calendars, travel journals, and mail received, the paper examines 

his key Dutch acquisitions for the Gemäldegalerie, 1879-1898, while narrating a tale of changing 

fortunes (i.e., Berlin's diminishing status) in the years after 1898 and until the Great War. The paper 

sees three interconnected factors as essential to Bode’s commercial clout: deep knowledge of British 

private collections; close relations with middlemen and dealers in Bond Street; and the ability to enlist 

private wealth for state goals. The rise of American collectors, however, is presented as the source of 

Bode’s eventually reduced position. 
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