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I n t r o d u c t i o n  
 

Since 1998, CODART has been bringing together museum curators from around the world who 

manage collections of Dutch and Flemish art from before 1800 – collections consisting of paintings, 

prints, drawings, sculptures, and applied art. CODART has established itself firmly as an independent, 

autonomous international network for museum curators and seeks to continue the qualitative and 

quantitative growth initiated in previous years and to build on it. CODART’s ambition is to be an open 

organization, serving its members and at the service of the wider museum sector, for anyone with an 

interest in Dutch and Flemish art before 1800. In the coming period, the organization’s primary focus 

will be on fulfilling this ambition.  

 

CODART’s role in society 

Dutch and Flemish art from before 1800 is remarkable and important cultural heritage, belonging to – 

and for – everyone, which deserves our diligent care. Curators devote themselves heart and soul to 

this care. The value and importance of science and research, object-oriented knowledge, and the 

preservation of knowledge are key themes for CODART. Curators are responsible for expert 

knowledge about their collections and tell stories that are based on that knowledge. They point out 

links between their collections and today’s world. In these times, when the accuracy of information is 

under increasing pressure, expertise is more important than ever. CODART facilitates and supports 

curators in the exercise of their profession and thus indirectly supports the role of museums in society. 

The organization takes this role seriously and follows current developments in our sector to constantly 

forge links with themes relating to diversity and inclusion, digitization, and sustainability – for instance 

through publications on CODART’s website or through programming for symposia and congresses. In 

the coming period, CODART plans to further emphasize and highlight this role.  

 

Digital Strategy 

CODART has always assigned importance to online resources and activities. This started in 1998 with 

the website, where all collections and curators of Dutch and Flemish art worldwide were listed – 

creating a digital platform avant la lettre. Since then, the website has grown into a major source of 

information and CODART has also expanded into social media – all in all reaching thousands of 

people who work with, or are interested in, Dutch and Flemish art before 1800. Meanwhile, internet 

resources are rapidly expanding and changing. CODART considers it important to stay abreast of 

developments and constantly search for the best ways of serving both existing and new target groups 

and forging ahead on our mission. To this end, CODART is elaborating a digital strategy for the near 

future, based on recommendations made in 2024 for enhancing both internal operations and external 

engagement. 

 

The Curator of the Future  

Aware of the many changes taking place in the field and beyond, CODART is involved in developing 

ideas on the changing role of museum curators. In 2023, CODART celebrated its twenty-fifth 

anniversary with wide-ranging discussions on the theme of “The Curator of the Future.” Topics 

included the current status of the curator’s profession, the fields in which they work, and the direction 

in which these are developing. Focusing on these issues, together with CODART members and other 

parties, is important to the future of CODART and its membership and can help determine the 

organization’s activities. This research will continue in the years to come. 

 



1. M i s s i o n ,  V i s i o n ,  a n d  C o r e  Va l u e s  

 

 

M i s s i o n  

CODART aims to raise the profile of, and expand knowledge about, Dutch and Flemish art before 

1800, which is preserved in many museums around the world, by supporting the curators of these 

collections in their work and by providing information that can make this category of art more visible 

and accessible to an international public. 

V i s i o n  

CODART seeks to connect, inform, and inspire its members – to bring them together and to provide 

them with a platform. Together, we show that Dutch and Flemish art from before 1800 is of enduring 

value and relevance, because of its art-historical qualities and its inextricable links with the art of other 

cultures and periods. 

 

 

CODART implements its mission and vision in diverse ways:  

 

• By maintaining an international network of approximately 600 curators of Dutch and Flemish 

art before 1800, working in about 300 museums worldwide; 

• By providing high-quality information through its online channels and by organizing activities 

for members – and occasionally for other target groups; 

• By identifying and programming – and placing on the agenda – subjects that are key to 

conceptualizing and developing the profession of curator of Dutch and Flemish art before 

1800.  

 
 
 
C o r e  Va l u e s  

 

Q u a l i t y  –  F o r g i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s  –  P e r s o n a l  –  S u s t a i n a b l e  –  O p e n  

 

 

Quality 

Quality is paramount in everything CODART does. This is acknowledged and appreciated by all those 

who use our services. CODART is seen by its members, friends, and other target groups as a reliable, 

established, and professional organization. All visits – whether online or in person – are of high quality. 

CODART is service-oriented and supportive and is constantly looking for opportunities to forge 

beneficial connections. 

 

Forging Connections 

CODART connects its international membership – the curators – with each other and constantly exerts 

itself on their behalf. But curators do not work in isolation. They collaborate with numerous others. The 

organization supports curators by helping them forge ties with other groups – for instance through the 

Friends of CODART Foundation or by setting up partnerships with other organizations in the field and 

facilitating meetings. CODART also pursues cohesiveness in other ways, such as in relation to 

diversity and inclusion.  

Personal 

CODART believes in the importance of personal contact – an importance that was confirmed during 

the COVID-19 crisis. No online resources can ever take the place of personal meetings between 

people. Personal contact possesses great added value – particularly for a network of curators in which 



knowledge-sharing and cooperation are largely based on trust. On its website, CODART aspires to a 

personal style of communication, without compromising on quality. This makes the information 

provided more accessible. Anyone with an interest in Dutch and Flemish art before 1800 should feel 

welcome on the website and should not experience a barrier just because CODART is a network of 

specialists.  

Sustainable 

CODART strives to achieve sustainability in every respect. 

Programming – CODART devotes attention to sustainability policy in museums by programming 

themes about it and through the choice of subjects for online publications. 

Organizing activities – When organizing congresses and CODARTfocus meetings, sustainability is a 

major consideration. The food served is vegetarian and congress materials are kept to a minimum. In 

practical information, CODART advises members to travel by train rather than by plane whenever 

possible. Sustainability is also a key factor in the choice of new congress venues. Organizing more 

online meetings instead of physical events also helps to achieve sustainability goals.  

Knowledge preservation – In CODART’s view, sustainability includes the preservation of knowledge. 

CODART champions the importance of expertise and research within museums and heritage 

institutions, focusing in particular on Dutch and Flemish art before 1800. Continuing to conduct good 

research on objects and collections is an investment in the future, with a view to the longer term. This 

must always be borne in mind. 

Organization – Sustainability is also important within the organization, for instance in purchases and 

use of office materials, and in the choice of suppliers. In addition, CODART staff work from home for 

50% of their working hours. 

Relationships – Creating enduring relationships with our members, friends, and all our partners is also 

a kind of sustainability and is crucial to a networking organization like CODART. By building up good, 

enduring relationships, CODART can carry out its task of forging connections to the best effect and 

continue to provide added value to the museum sector. 

Open  

CODART is a unique organization in that it has both an exclusive and an open character. As an 

exclusive network for curators, CODART provides a safe environment for in-depth debate and 

knowledge sharing. At the same time, it also functions as an open portal to the world of Dutch and 

Flemish art, thanks to its large online presence (website and social media) and diverse activities aimed 

at the public. This dual character enables CODART to serve the needs of both specialists and the 

general public. By combining the expertise of its members with an accessible style of communication, 

CODART plays a vital role in the preservation and promotion of our rich cultural heritage. In the 

coming period, CODART plans to further strengthen this unique role, partly by adopting a new online 

strategy. 

 

L o o k i n g  A h e a d :  A c t i v i t i e s  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 8       

 

As noted in the Introduction, CODART intends in the coming period to intensify its efforts to forge 

connections, provide support, and to serve as a valued source of information. It is an open 

organization, which belongs primarily to its members – the curators – but that is also useful and 

interesting for others whose work focuses on Dutch and Flemish art before 1800, or who take a 

particular interest in it (such as the Friends of CODART). The primary emphasis will be on executing 

the digital strategy, including a renewal of the CODART website, and on strengthening the network in 

various areas. A complete version of the Activity Plan is available on the CODART website in Dutch. 

 

 

 



 

G o a l s  f o r  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 8  

 

1. We seek to ensure that all curators who work with Dutch and Flemish art before 1800 in 

museums – wherever these may be in the world – want to be members of CODART. The 

organization aims to maintain the current membership at a stable level;1 

2. We seek to encourage museums to support CODART as Institutional Members. The aim is in any 

case to achieve a growth from the current number of fifty to seventy-five Institutional Members by 

2028; 

3. We seek to ensure that CODART is subsidized by both the Dutch and Flemish governments, in 

the ratio of two to one. The Rijksmuseum and KMSKA will remain important partners who pass on 

the earmarked government grants to CODART; 

4. CODART aims to be flexible and progressive in its online presence. It serves its target groups 

largely through its online resources and is constantly looking for the best ways of doing so. By 

2028, it aims to have set up a new website that, together with social media and online meetings, 

will implement to maximum effect the online strategy adopted and introduced in 2024-2028. The 

primary focus will be on connecting the various target groups and providing information relating to 

Dutch and Flemish art before 1800 in museums worldwide; 

5. Alongside its online activities, CODART will continue to attach importance to physical meetings 

for curators, and occasionally also for other related target groups. CODART will continue to 

organize an annual Congress and diverse CODARTfocus meetings; 

6. CODART is an organization that understands current trends in the museum sector and seeks to 

be at the forefront of setting the agenda. The aim is to strengthen this role in the coming period by 

focusing on the development of the profession of museum curator and through judicious 

programming. By these means, CODART aims to provide a valuable, indispensable service to its 

members and to the wider museum sector. 

 

 
1 The current membership stands at around 600. In principle, CODART does not seek actively to grow its membership, because 
the current number is a fair reflection of the existing number of curators in the field of Dutch and Flemish art before 1800. The 
goal for the coming years is to maintain this number at its current level and to increase it where possible. CODART constantly 
strives to provide a complete overview of the collections and of the curators working with these collections. 


